G17DE TO  CALCUTTA.
partiality for the French which was not appreciated by
the Board at Calcutta.
" A few years later came the palmy days of Serampur trade, during the
American \Var (1780). England was at war with the three great maritime
nations—France, Holland, and America: English vessels were exposed to the
attacks of privateers, especially French privateers from Mauritius and Reunion
who captured a good number of Indiamen, and rates of insurance were very
heavy. Goods shipped from Serampur went in neutral bottoms, and naturally
the Danish ships easily got valuable freights at high rates. No less than 22
ships, with an average tonnage of over 10,000 tons, cleared from Serampur
within nine months. The Danish East India Company made large profits, and
their factors c^tired with handsome fortunes, made in a few yeais' service."
Crawford : Brief Hittory of the Hooghly District* p. 52.
A similar period of prosperity was afforded by the
Napoleonic wars, wheij ships of 600- to 800 tons, could
lie ofi the Serampore Wharfs. In 1801, however, Angle
and Dane were at war, and Serampore was seized, but
handed back after the signature of the Treaty of Amiens
on March 27th, 1801. In 1808, war having again broken
out a detachment of troops from Fort William,, under
Lt.-Col. Carey, occupied Serampore on the morning of
January 28th, while the Danish shipping was captured by
H, M.'s ships Modeste, Terpsichore and Dasher. In 1815
the settlement was restored to the Danes, but the silt
formations had already rendered the old maritime pros-
perity a mere historical tradition.
In 1845 the Danes sold their Indian settlements to the
British for the sum of twelve lakhs, and Serampore was
tinally taken over by the English on October llth, 1845.
"The manuscript account of the settlement, drawn up with minute care
when we took o\-er the town from the Danes in 1845, sets forth eveiy"
•detail, down to the exact number of hand looms, burial grounds, and liquor
whops. But throughout its seventy-seven folio pages I could discover not a
word indicating the survival of sea-going trade. Sir VT. Hunter: The India
«/ the Queen and other Essays* p. 201. ^
The steamer will bring us close to a landing ghat near
to the Church ; and here we must step into a "green bc$t' *
^and be rowed to the shore. A ticca ghari can easily be
found and we will drive first to inspect more closely the
Martyn Pagoda and Aldeen House which we have already
seen from the river. This done we will visit the Baptist
College.

